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Joe Cassmassi, Planning and Rules Manager
Planning, Rule Development and Arca Sources
South Coast Air Quality Management District
21865 Fast Copley Dnive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

Subject: 2007 Drafl Air Quality Management Plan Comments

A ot
ear Mr. Cassmiassi: _J o €,

Thank you for your support 1o help the Santa Clarita Valley improve air quality.
We greatly appreciate the assistance the South Coast Air Quality Management
District (SCAQMD) has provided the City of Santa Clarita in our fight to enhance
the air quality in our community. The 2007 draft Air Quality Management Plan
(AQMP) is an informative and detailed document which the City looks forward 1o
warking on with the SCAQMD.

As you know, the Santa Clarita Valley's air quality rests amongst the worsl in the
country and is being even further threatened by the proposed citing of a CEMEX
meoa-mine, which would result in significant amounts of dust and emissions 1o he
released nta the air, eveeeding the maximum risk allowed by the AQMIEY Toxie
Rules for new sources by 230%. 1t is [or these reasons and others that the City of
Santa Clarity has made every effort to work with the SCAQMD and participate, as
possibly allowed. in the planning cfforts und decisions made that impact the air
we hreathe.

We appreciate the efforts expended to bring the AQMP thus far and appreciale the
oppourtunity to provide comments.

Ozone Precursors: Yolatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)

We strongly support activities that will reduce the VOC content in consumer
products. As these products will soon overcome mobile sources as primary VOC
emissions source in Southern Cahfornia, increasing the markets for these products
is critically important. However, we strongly suggest that the SCAQMD work to
synergize any VOC reduction efforts with existing green building programs.
Specilically providing additional financial incentives through these existing
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programs will be more effective in reducing VOC emissions than adding another
layer of program lo the green building [ield.

In addition, many local governments can help provide markets through their
purchasing policies. It should be a control measure to help provide model
purchasing policies for local governments lo purchase emissions reducing
products, This should be included on Table 7-1 on page 7-2,

Ozone Precursors: Oxides of Nitrogen

Unfortunately, combustion engines in heavy-duty dicsel  trucks,  oll-road
cguipment, ships, and commereial boats continue to contribute heavily to oxides
of nitrogen (NOx). The NOx combining with VOUCs arc contributing signilicantly
o the ozone pollution problem experienced in the Santa Clarita Valley and
elsewhere in the SCAQMD region.  As a result of the Clean Air Act and other
governing rules, it may be nceessary for the SCAQMD to “seck additional
authority to adopt and implement cost-effective mobile source controls as
necessary” to help control this ongoing source ol air pollution,  We strongly
support the SCAQMD in this mission, once again acting in a leadership role for
the hetterment of our lungs. We would like lo see additional support for rest
stops, weigh stations, and other locations besides the ports to reduce the emissions
from diesel trucks.

We highly reeommend that the SCAQMD's staff assemble a list of the largest
private fleet owners and work [rom that list to reduce these emissions, as well,
We would like to see more funding available to provide infrastructure for
alternative fueled vehicles thal do nol reyuire matching dollars, In addition, we
would like to see a more eifcetive Clean Air Choice program implemented, We
have had limited success in implementing this program. Restrucluring the
program and providing serious funding and staff support might provide incentives
for the consumer of the vehicles in question.

Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5/11)

With the addition of PM 2.5 to PM 10 in the AQMP, it is unclear whal different
strategies are going to be attempted for the dilTerent sizes of particulates, It may
be that by controlling the smaller sizes, the SCAQMD will control the larger sizes
of PM. However, the document is not clear on this. Pleasc detail how these
elements are handled, or will be handled, in rules and policy. Also, if there are
contro] measures that will be used for one and not the other, please 1dentily the
measures as such.
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It is not clear what “residential fuel combustion” means. If it is simply fireplaces,
please simplify the language. [f 1t 1s more than that, such as barbeques or trash
burming, then please define it more completely. Tt will he important to understand
the specific elements in order (o make useful comments in dealing with the
general public,

While we support the BCM 02, wluch calls for localized PM ¢mission hot spots
and customized control programs, there is not enough details to understand these
programs. II this is of the level of the Sub Regional Plan, please outling that
process as an example. 1f not, please provide an example of what types of issues
and programs would be offered 1o communitics,  In either case, there should be u
process for benchmarks, public process and input (which the SCAQMI) has
particular sensitivity and expertise), regular updates, and analysis (o track
Progress.

We ware concerned that the AQMP docs not adequately adidress inter-muedia
pollution problems from the affects of dust control chemicals that need to he
considered for emission reductions. I has recently come to our attention that the
most commaonly utilized dust control chemical is a magnesium chloride based
product. As a result of the signilicant water quality concerns in our watershed
due to chlondes, it is anticipated non-chloride based stabilizers will become much
more common in this area. The non-chloride based stabilizers produce highly
toxic by-products, such as arsenie, lead, and mercury that are toxic to lish located
in the Santa Clara River. The Santa Clara River watershed is 1,600 square miles
and 1s home 1o several cndangered lish speeies (Le. unarmored three spine
stickleback, arrovo chub, ete.) documented throughout this area.  As a result,
emissions inventory for the Santa Clarita Valley area has been under estimaled
and will contribute more locally than previously estimated.

We support the concept of accclerated engine retirement for heavy-duty diesel
engines. This reduces hath PM and NOx emissions. [lowever, we would highly
recommend that addilional [unding be available 1o local governments and local
sovernment contractors to help defray the costs of additional capital investments.

Green Building/Smart Growth Synergy

As stated previously, we suggest that the SCAQMD staff include a control
measure to synergize and coordinate programs with the existing, and encourage
new, green building incentive programs with local governments, The proposcd



Myr, Cassmassi, SCAQMD
November 25, 2006
Page 4

encrpy  ctficicncy, renewable cnergy, urban heat island reduction, and the
previously mentioned VOUCs reductions are all strategies thar the SCAQMI) will
emplay. They are also comerstoncs of green building programs, By providing
policy, financial, and staff support to local governments and builders the
SCAQMD can increase the clean air programs outlined in the AQMP without
acdding anather program layer.

The Southern Califormia Association of Governments (SCACH section did not
mclude an analysis ol their Transit Orented Development policies.  This
orgamzation has been focusing their efforts on Transit Oviented Development, o
cluster high-density development near transit hubs for trains and buses. Tt did not
appear that the analysis took this style of future development into consideration.

Lacal Land Use Decisions

We would like to see more details about the San Joaquin Valley Unitied Air
Pollution Control Distriet approach included in the document to provide concrete
examples of the SCAQMD's vision. [t s unclear what the effort was or is, and
how 1t worked with local governments. Also, given the fact that there are at least
200 dilTerent cities, three counties, and varous regional planning agencics, having
more details about this program iy critical to making useful comments. [t is
highly recommended that staff work with the American Planning Association, the
League of California Cites, and others in the crafting of this lanpuage. 1t is
unclear from the language what would happen if a lund use authority and the
SCAQMD were in conflict (i.e. the local government approves the project despile
significant air quality impacts). If the working group membership is limited, or
how it's structured 15 unclear, the City would have concerns about this element.
In general, we understand the need for this control measurc. but need 1o balance
the air quabty need with maintaining local control over land use policy. Please
clarify the lanzuage in this element.

I am graleful for SCAQMD's efforts 1o help reduce air pollution that alfects the
Santa Clarita Valley and the South Coast region. By working together, we can
help protect the health of this community and others by helping to provide clean
arr [or current and future generations.

Sin:r:t'.rul W,
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Ken Pulskamp
City Manager
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